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the PoSition

The American International School of Kingston (AISK), an independent, coeducational day school 
for students from the Early Years Program (age 3) to Grade 12, seeks a Head of School who can 
oversee and strengthen overall school operations and programming while serving as an effective 
leader of the school’s fine faculty. 

The new Head of School will succeed current Head Shirley Davis. She accomplished a great deal 
during her tenure, strengthening the academic program, and building a shared sense of purpose and 
direction. The incoming Head will have opportunities to partner with a strong Board of Trustees, the 
Senior Management team, and a passionate faculty and staff to continue to lead the school down a 
path of continued growth. It will be important that the new Head fully embraces the school’s mission 
and is prepared to be an active and engaged leader on campus, while continuing the effort to build 
awareness of its strengths in the broader community. Overall, this is an exciting opportunity for a 
leader who is passionate about creating an environment where children are able to blossom into 
confident, capable, and empowered young people, ready to make a difference in their communities.

School hiStory

After five women joined together to make their dream a reality, AISK opened its doors to 27 students 
in September 1994. The Dutch wife of the then Deputy Ambassador of the U.S. became the first 
principal of AISK. Four teachers, a secretary, and House Master, who has been with the school 
since its inception, also joined in the school’s first beginnings.

Originally, the school began with teacher-taught classes from Kindergarten to Grade Five and 
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Mission

The American International School of Kingston is an independent Preschool through Grade 12 
school that embraces a US-based education, culminating in the IB Diploma Program. Our strong 
sense of community embodies our core values of excellence, integrity and respect, empowering 
our students to realize their full potential.

Vision

The American International School of Kingston is a Global Center for Excellence in Education.
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supervised correspondence courses in Grades Six through Twelve. Eventually, the correspondence 
courses were phased out and in the 2001-2002 school year, when AISK gained accreditation from 
the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, teacher-taught courses were offered across all 
grades.

In 2009, AISK found its permanent location on College Green, and the school has continued to thrive 
ever since.

the School

Guided by its Core Values of Excellence, Integrity, Respect, and Empowerment, AISK is a school 
that continues to live out its mission of educating Jamaican and international students with a program 
of academic excellence. The school’s current student body of 279 is quite diverse, representing 42 
nationalities and creating a strong multicultural community; 50% of the student body are Jamaican 
nationals. Of the school’s faculty of 44, 70% are Jamaican, 13% are American, 7% are Canadian 
and 10% belong to other nationalities. With 80% of faculty holding advanced degrees, there is great 
depth to the school’s excellent international educational environment.

The school is proud of its ability to meet the educational demands of students from all over the 
globe. A student-to-teacher ratio of 10 to 1 means each student receives the individual attention and 
instruction that is required for him or her to succeed. AISK offers three different paths to graduation 
from Grade 12, with the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma, the IB Certificate, and/or a U.S. 
High School Diploma. Custom built facilities, equipped with state of the art technology, makes the 
school an exciting place to learn. AISK truly prepares students for unlimited possibilities every day 
at every grade level.
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governAnce

The AISK Board of Trustees is responsible for the school’s direction and well-being. Self-appointed 
and comprised of nine members, it is charged with setting strategic and policy goals for the school, 
and ensuring that these are implemented by the Head of School. Some of The Board’s specific duties 
include hiring and supporting the Head of School and determining and approving the school’s budget.

Guided by many constitutional documents and governance policies, the Board ensures that its own 
conduct, and that of the school, meets the highest international best practice standards. The Board, 
through three sub-committees (HR, Audit, and Accounting), also maintains procedural checklists 
and schedules relating to its corporate duties and other requirements.

AcAdemicS

AISK offers a robust academic program focused on supporting student learning across four divisions. 
As an International Baccalaureate Diploma School since 2008, AISK offers a challenging, globally 
oriented curriculum to students in upper grades and prepares younger students to thrive through an 
environment that emphasizes inquiry and interdisciplinary thinking.

Academics at AISK revolve around the school’s Dynamic Learning Paradigm (ADLP), which places 
a priority on a student-centered program of active learning, cooperation, and induction. Across grade 
levels, faculty work to cultivate what the school refers to as “ways of thinking,” “tools for working,” 
“skills for working,” and “skills for living” in a holistic environment that fosters creativity, problem-
solving, collaboration, and global awareness. Throughout grade levels, standardized testing provides 
data through which teachers monitor curriculum strengths and individual student progress.
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Technology is another key feature of academics at AISK: the school’s 10-year 1:1 digital device 
program supports blended learning across all grade levels, providing teachers and students with 
tools that facilitate differentiated instruction, skill-building, and creative expression alike.

eArly yeArS ProgrAm

Preschool at AISK provides an energetic and empowering learning environment for students beginning 
at age 3. In these early years, the AISK experience focuses on exploration, communication, and 
self-expression, with students building cognitive and general knowledge, language and literacy, and 
creativity through direct sensory encounters with the world. Drawing on the Highscope curriculum, 
learning is delivered through child initiated play and adult led teaching, supporting academic and 
personal growth.

elementAry School

The AISK elementary experience builds on the love of learning cultivated in students’ first years at 
the school, providing students in Kindergarten through Grade 5 with a dynamic learning environment 
in which they grow and thrive. The elementary curriculum centers on a project-based learning model 
that supports the development of 21st-century skills such as creative thinking, problem solving, 
and structured collaboration. Through the use of centers and small group work, teachers provide 
differentiated instruction that nurtures a diverse group of learners and offers authentic learning 
experiences to keep students engaged in each lesson and activity.
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In their main classrooms, elementary students build skills in reading, writing, and language as well as 
mathematics, logic, and reasoning through a curriculum designed to meet internationally recognized 
American Education Reaches Out (AERO) standards. Science and social studies are other key 
aspects of the program, and master teachers in physical education, library, art, music, drama, 
movement, and Spanish provide a well-rounded education that integrates movement, culture, and 
the arts.

middle School

Middle School at AISK fosters academic growth in concert with identity development, providing a safe 
environment that supports the cognitive, social, and emotional needs of young adolescents. As in 
earlier grades, student-centered modes of instruction foster curiosity and inquiry, global citizenship, 
and the drive to discover and create. Block scheduling provides extended time for teaching and 
learning to support a diverse and engaging mix of classroom activities.

In Grades 6 through 8, students at AISK study five core subjects: English, mathematics, integrated 
science, social studies, and modern languages, with each content area following AERO or other 
discipline-specific benchmarks. Middle School students may choose to study Spanish or French, 
and all are exposed to both Caribbean and world histories and literatures. Three days a week, after-
school tutorials provide the opportunity for students to meet one-on-one with their teachers, taking 
responsibility for their own learning, practicing question-asking, and receiving further individualized 
instruction and extra help. The Exploratory Program cultivates interest in and exposure to the arts, 
fostering creativity in the interest of a complete, well-rounded student experience.
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uPPer School

The AISK High School offers three paths to graduation: all 
students earn an American High School Diploma, which 
they may choose to supplement with some IB classes or 
the full International Baccalaureate Diploma Program (IB). 
On each of these paths, the goal is to prepare students 
for success in university and beyond through a rigorous 
and supportive academic program centered on five core 
subjects: English, mathematics, discrete science, social 
studies, and a modern language—either Spanish or French.

The IB curriculum, which guides teaching and learning 
across the AISK high school program, emphasizes 
the development of the whole student— physically, 
intellectually, emotionally, and ethically—encouraging 
students to make connections between themselves and 
their roles in the broader world. In the context of IB and 
other courses, AISK students practice interdisciplinary 
thinking and balance subject breadth and depth, honing 
their skills and exploring their interests through projects, 
writing assignments, and creative endeavors.

In addition to thrice-weekly tutorials, study periods for 
students in Grades 11 and 12 provide an opportunity for 
students to work individually with teachers and advisors, 
organize and prepare for assessments, and reflect on their 

college AccePtAnceS
Over the last five years, AISK 
graduates were accepted at the most 
selective colleges worldwide. The 
following is a small selection of the 
colleges and universities to which 
graduates of AISK were accepted:

Canada
McGill University
McMaster University
University of British Columbia
University of Toronto
University of Western Ontario

United Kingdom
City University London
Middlesex University
Regent’s University, London
University of Kent
University of Reading

United States
American University
Barnard College
Boston College
Boston University
Brown University
College of Wooster
Columbia University
Columbia University
Duke University
Duke University
Emory University
George Washington University
Georgetown University
Georgia Institute of Technology
Hofstra University
Johns Hopkins University
New York University
Northwestern University
Princeton University
Purdue University
Smith College
Trinity University
University of Chicago
University of Chicago
University of Southern California
University of Washington
University of Wisconsin
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progress, preparing high schoolers to flourish in the less-structured environment of university learning. 
As in earlier grades, the 1:1 digital device program supports a dynamic and varied curriculum: high 
school students perform data analysis, practice information presentation, produce reports, and 
present projects, using technology to enhance their academic lives.

ArtS And AthleticS

The arts are alive at AISK, as the school recognizes their importance in the development of the 
whole child. Thus the school offers instruction in Music, Visual Arts, Dance, and Drama starting in 
the Early Years Program. Exposing students to the arts starting at such a young age promotes an 
atmosphere that supports the holistic development of each child and embraces cultural diversity. 
Imagination and problem-solving skills are enhanced, and students gain confidence in their abilities 
to create. The curriculum spirals as students move through the grades, and by the time they reach 
High School, the arts determines whichever path a student chooses to reach graduation.

Athletics are just as present in the school. Together with a team of supportive and effective coaches, 
the school works to ensure that players remember they are students before they are athletes, and 
instill lessons of time management and discipline in every participant. With both varsity and intramural 
options, the AISK Hurricanes compete in local leagues as well as in three different international 
tournaments. Soccer is hugely popular, and AISK has teams that travel to the Bahamas to compete. 
The school also hosts an international soccer tournament on its campus. In addition to competitive 
soccer, the AISK Hurricanes compete in tennis, basketball, swimming, polo, clay shooting, and golf. 
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School life

Learning at AISK extends far beyond the classroom with a robust slate of co-curricular activities for 
all age levels. After school offerings include both on- and off-campus programming in the areas of 
academic service, creativity, performing arts and sports.

Student government is an important part of the culture of AISK, providing leadership opportunities 
for students in elementary school and older. The AISK community truly values students’ voices and 
empowers them to be active leaders, cultivating a sense of responsibility and ownership in the school 
community. This growth is also supported by a strong service program, which allows students to 
contribute positively to the world around them by working in partnership with community organizations 
to support environmental causes, animals, children, and the elderly.

With approximately 44 field trips each year, AISK embraces a philosophy of “classrooms without 
walls,” providing opportunities for students to participate in co-curricular, service, and academic 
excursions such as a two-day Blue Mountain hike, science-oriented outings to beaches and the 
rainforest, high school and middle school trips to Global Issues Network Conferences (GIN), Model 
United Nations trips to destinations such as the Hague, Boston and New York City. Students also go 
on modern language trips to destinations such as Paris, Cuba, and Costa Rico.

KingSton, JAmAicA

Kingston is the capital of and largest city in Jamaica, with a population of 662,426 in the greater 
metropolitan area. The Jamaican national motto “Out of Many, One People,” is borne out in a warm and 
accepting atmosphere.



With a tropical climate and easy access to both the mountains and the coast, Kingston offers a 
beautiful natural environment and endless possibilities for outdoor activities including hiking, scuba 
diving and snorkeling, boating, cliff jumping, and more. In the city of Kingston, cultural opportunities 
include the Bob Marley Museum, National Gallery, and reggae music scene; the city is also home to 
various international restaurants, and inexpensive local eateries offer the opportunity to enjoy popular 
Jamaican dishes.

Jamaica’s closest U.S. city is Miami, a flight of just one hour and twenty minutes from the Kingston 
airport.

chAllengeS And oPPortunitieS

Challenges for the next Head of School include:
•	 Promoting the strengths of the school and building enrollment, while remaining consistent with the 

school’s mission and values
•	 Continuing to develop the campus and its facilities in order to support a growing program
•	 Carefully managing the school’s finances and resources 
•	 Recruiting and retaining a strong faculty
•	 Strengthening the school’s internal and external communication
•	 Strengthen alumni ties

Opportunities for the next Head of School include:
•	 Leading a warm, vibrant school with a strong sense of community
•	 A committed, hard-working, self-perpetuating Board
•	 A capable faculty and staff who are proud of the school and their place in it
•	 A student-centered educational program that encourages individual growth and confidence
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•	 Building on five years of steady growth and improvement
•	 AISK is a leader in educational technology in Jamaica and the region
•	 Living and working in the unique culture of Jamaica
•	 One of two IB schools in Jamaica

deSired QuAlitieS of the next heAd of School

•	 Integrity
•	 Effective communicator
•	 Educational leader who understands teaching and learning
•	 Culturally sensitive, able to work successfully in a multi-cultural setting
•	 Demonstrated experience with marketing and admissions
•	 Will champion the school in the broader community
•	 International and/or independent school leadership experience preferred
•	 Visible, accessible, and approachable
•	 Able to recruit and retain strong faculty and staff
•	 Motivates, inspires, and always sets a positive tone
•	 Entrepreneurial mindset
•	 Understands and can manage school finances
•	 Inclusive, collaborative leadership style
•	 Understands and supports instructional technology
•	 Thrives in the environment and community of a smaller school
•	 Adept at translating vision into action
•	 Willing to make a long-term commitment

to APPly

Interested and qualified candidates should submit electronically in one email and as separate documents 
(preferably PDFs) the following materials:

•	 A cover letter expressing their interest in this particular position
•	 A current résumé 
•	 A one-page statement of educational philosophy and practice
•	 A list of five (5) professional references with name, phone number, and email address of each to:

John Chandler
Senior Search Consultant
john.chandler@carneysandoe.com

Fred Wesson
Senior Search Consultant
fred.wesson@carneysandoe.com
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