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Statement of the Minister of Health and Wellness 

Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton, MP 

Virtual COVID-19 Press Conference: May 6, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. 

Ministry of Health and Wellness, Kingston 

 

Ladies and gentlemen of the media, members of the public, good afternoon. 

Thank you for joining us for this the latest update on COVID-19 in Jamaica. 

 

RECOVERIES 

 

I am happy to report that over the last 48 hours, EIGHT (8) more persons have 

recovered from COVID-19, bringing the total number of recoveries to 57.  

 

CURRENT CASE NUMBERS  

 

 In the last 24 hours, five additional persons have tested positive for 

COVID-19 in Jamaica. There are now 478 confirmed cases on the island. 

 

 One of the new cases is an 18-year-old male from St Mary. He is a 

contact of a previously confirmed case.  

 

 The others are three men who range in age from 18 to 69 years and one 

woman, who is 17 years old. Additional cases will be provided later. 

 

CLASSIFICATION 

There are: 

o 35 imported cases; 

o 171 cases that are contacts of a confirmed case;  

o 11 are local transmission cases not epidemiologically linked; and 

o 257 are under investigation (221 of those linked to the workplace cluster 

and 36 others). 

o Four are to be classified. 

The age range for the confirmed cases continues to be 2 months to 87 years.  
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ALORICA 

 

There remains 221 confirmed COVID-19 cases related to the workplace 

cluster. They are primarily from St. Catherine and Kingston and St. Andrew.  

Their ages range from 18 to 53 years. They include 166 females and 55 males.  
 

BPO INSPECTIONS 

 

Twenty (20) or 62.5 per cent of the 32 BPOs now in operation have passed 

inspection. 

 

The remaining institutions have been provided with work plans to improve their 

infection prevention and control measures. 

 Total Satisfactory:                                  20 

 Total Unsatisfactory:                               12 

 Closure instituted by MO(H):                   4 (2 re-opened 5/5/20) 

 Improved to compliance & re-opened:   2 

 

TESTING 

 

 So far, 6,095 samples have been tested. 5 new positives for today. Of the 

6,095, in addition to the 478 that have returned positive results: 

o 5,576 are negative; and 

o 41 are pending. 

  

In the last 24 hours, 102 new samples were tested. 

 

NEXT STEPS ON TESTING 

 

Now that we have got rid of the backlog, the Ministry and Health and Wellness, 

in collaboration with the Regional Heath Authorities, will explore expanded 

testing options for COVID-19 to include the testing of all admissions to 

hospitals and the creation of an appointment system for persons who wish to 

be tested for the virus that causes COVID-19. 
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AUDIT 
 

The Auditor General will next week begin an audit of the Ministry’s COVID-19 

expenditure. The Executive Management of the Ministry welcomes this audit as a 

tool for effective and efficient implementation of activities and for transparency and 

accountability. The public will, of course, be provided with the details of the 

outcome. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

It is now more important than ever that Jamaicans remain vigilant in their 

infection prevention and control measures, including: 

 Staying at home. 

 Maintaining a physical distance of six feet from each. 

 Avoiding crowds.  

 Wearing masks when out in public or when in crowded situations. 

 Frequently washing and sanitising hands. 

 

Jamaicans are also encouraged to cover their mouths and noses if sick or when 

out in public.  

 

COVID-19, ladies and gentlemen, is without question, one of, if not the most 

significant public health challenge to face Jamaica. But we are equal to the 

challenge and together, we can overcome. 

 

### 


